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heavily. The rising, however, came to nothing; Fitzmaurice,
indeed, made wild raids through different parts of Munster
and Leinster; but he was not upheld by the great Desmond
following; the Earl, not improbably, disapproved of his con-
duct. Sidney, ably seconded by Sir John Perrott, the President
of Munster, a remarkable man, put the petty insurrection
easily down. Fitzmaurice was only too glad to make his
escape from Ireland.
This outbreak, however, was but the prelude to a move-
ment of an infinitely more formidable kind. The late Catholic
plots in England had failed; Mary Stuart was made toTeel
she was a close prisoner; she had been the cause of the doom
of Norfolk (1572); the great northern Earls had appeared in the
field in vain. But Rome had found fresh weapons to renew the
contest with the heretic Queen she'had banned and proscribed;
England swarmed with seminary priests and Jesuits stirring up
rebellion in the name of the faith; and if Philip still held
cautiously aloof, the duel between England and Spain had
begun, in the exploits of Drake and of English volunteers in
arms against Alva in the Low Countries. Things in Ireland
seemed to portend trouble; the Englishry of the Pale had
deeply resented an attempt made by Sidney to levy a tax by
the prerogative, without the consent of Parliament, and the
efforts made to impose the Anglican doctrines on them; and
there were disturbances in Ulster, and in parts of Conn aught.
Gregory XIII, vindictive and sanguine, seems to have per-
suaded himself that, in England and Ireland, there would be
a general rising in the quarrel of the Church; and he lent a
ready ear to plans for the Crusade. These were soon forth-
coming, obscure as his advisers were; Fitzmaurice, who had
gone from Court to Court in Europe, to seek assistance in the
cause of Ireland, was eager to call the Geraldines to arms
again, and to make another desperate appeal to fortune; the
Pope was convinced that a Holy War would, this time, infallibly"